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shrug of the shoulders. What a difference now ! It has
been clearly proved that, in war, moral factors count for
more than technical training; and it has also been proved
that the greater degree of technical experience acquired in
the barracks is invariably accompanied by a moral brutalisa-
tion. The old French sergeants did not, as the French had
anticipated, prove themselves superior to the German
troops. It must now be admitted that the problem of
educating and really turning to account the forces of the
nation for military purposes has been seriously taken in
hand for the first time by Germany. We possess in our
Army a characteristic and necessary sequel to school educa-
tion. For many, it is the very best form of education.
The drill, the enforced cleanliness, and the discipline are
absolutely invaluable to these men in an age like ours, which
unchains all the spirits of evil. Carlyle prophesied that the
Prussian theory of military service would convert the world.
And, in fact, since the Prussian military organisation
emerged so triumphantly from the test of 1866 and 1870,
almost all the other great States on the Continent have
tried to imitate it.

" Yet, because the Prussian army - system is actually
the nation in arms, and therefore gives expression to the
peculiar distinctions and subtleties of the national character,
foreigners do not find this imitation as easy as they had
anticipated. The organisation of this system demands in
the first place, as its very foundation, that the nation should
have a certain measure of political freedom; it demands a
state of satisfaction with the existing government; and it
demands a free system of local administration. Yet another
essential is that natural respect for higher culture without
which the institution of the one-year volunteers could not
have been thought of. This institution makes service with
the Army morally and economically possible for the more
highly cultured classes. In France, this volunteer system
is restricted by the demand for a superficial ' fegalit6';
and therefore, in France, the system has proved a failure.
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